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PE and Dance 

In the Year 8 Competition 
8DB drove towards the final 
with two victories over 8RP 
and 8EB. Hot favourites for 
the tournament 8BM showed 
their quality with a 
convincing 5-0 victory in 
their first game, however 
they became very 
complacent in their final 
game losing to 8PW who 
deservedly went on to 
compete in the final. The 
final saw a fascinating 
contest between 8DB and 
8PW; the solid defensive unit 
of Will Hill and Ben 
Tideswell in 8PW provided a 
strong foundation for victory 
with 8PW eventually 
winning the competition 3-1.  

Congratulations 

Congratulations to James 
Birney, Brandon Gratton, 
Matt Nicholsen, Tyrone 
Vassell, Jamie Woods, 
Dyllan Leonard, Joe 
Mountford and Jordan 
Green (year 7).  These boys 
represented Birches Head 
School in a Futsal 
tournament and were 
unlucky to not reach the 
semi-final missing out on 
goal difference. 

Pupils will be taking part in 
Cricket, Athletics, Softball 
and Rounder’s in all year 
groups. Pupils will require 
full Birches head kit, which 
includes black t-shirt, 
tracksuit bottoms, red socks, 
red jumper. Due to the 
summer weather we would 
advise pupils to bring a drink 
in a sealed bottle and sun 
block if the weather is warm 
and sunny. Pupils will be 
able to take drinks out to the 
field. 

Primary Schools 

Birches Head  PE and Dance 
continues to contribute to the 
development of primary 
school sport with Miss 
Matthias and Miss Hallam 
taking regular classes in 
Forest park, Carmountside, 
Grove and Hamilton school. 
Pupils have continued to 
provide after school clubs in 
the primaries as part of their 
leadership development. 

Julia Unwin has been taking 
part in the local sport 
partnership leadership 
academy and development. 
Julia has had a very positive 
impact and continues to 
attend the regular leadership 
meetings at Holden Lane 
School. Julia has completed 
her leadership qualification 
and is now working towards 
her next level. Well done 
Julia your success is well 
deserved for all the hard 
work. 

The school sports day will 
take place next term and all 
pupils will be expected to 
contribute to the day and 
sporting activities.  Pupils 
will take part in a rotation of 
sporting activities and tasks 
scoring points for their tutor 
group and supporting each 
other to achieve the best 
result they can. Each tutor 
group will have their score 
added up to create the grand 
total. Pupils will lead 
different activities and create 
a video of the day for the rest 
of the school to access.  
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Science, Technology and Human 
Performance 

Year 7 – Isometric 
Drawing 

After the success of last 
terms moving pictures 
project this term year 7 
pupils have been getting to 
grips with 3D drawing 
techniques. Students have 
been learning about 
perspective, angles, colour, 
isometric projection and 
formal presentation 
techniques. Pupils have 
drawn a variety of complex 
shapes leading to a formal 
presentation of the case 
leading to the next stage of 
the project.  Pupils can now 
look forward to building a 
game that will test how 
steady your hand can be.  
The project is designed to 
introduce pupils to 
electronic components, 
soldering, construction and 
the material plastic.    

 

Year 8 Celtic Pewter 
Jewellery 

At the beginning of the New 
Year students were finishing 
pouring molten pewter into 
their CAM moulds. The next 
stage was to research 
packaging suitable for their 
jewellery.  Students have 
made a collage, drawn a 
basic net, disassembled an 
existing piece of packaging 
and finished making their 
final piece.   

Next project:  Electronics – 
Soil Moisture Sensor                    
(It tells you when your plants 
are dry and needs            
watering! 

 

Year 8 – Mechanical 
wood toy – Automata 
 
After the success of the card 
models produced by year 
8’s last term, pupils are now 
embarking on the designing 
and making of their 
wooden moving to or 
automata.   Pupils are using 
their understanding gained 
from making a card model 
to produce a unique moving 
toy out of wood. The frame 
has been assembled using a 
variety of tools and 
processes including a disk 
sander and pillar drill, 
pupils have learnt a variety 
of fixing methods and are 
currently learning to shape, 
cams and finish materials. 

Did You Know? 

That CAMS come in 
different shapes and sizes? 
Can you name the different 
shaped CAMS? 
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Performance 

Year 9 Mars Rover 

After a successful term 
researching and writing a 
programme to control their 
mars rover, pupils are 
encouraged to work as part 
of a team and adopt 
different roles and 
responsibilities in the 
manufacture of their very 
own Mars rover.  Year 9’s 
take a break from Mars, 
moving to something closer 
to Earth in the form of 
designing and 
manufacturing of copper 
enamelled insects.  Pupils 
will learn how to shape, 
form and finish metals 
including the age old art 
enamelling.   
 

 

Did You Know? 

Enamelling is the art of 
decorating metal with tiny 
glass particles that are 
heating to around 800 
degrees Celsius. 

Year 9 Futuristic 
Design 

 
“Our world is changing.  In 
less than 20 years it will have 
changed in ways we can 
barely imagine.  This world 
will open the door to new 
opportunities and new ways 
to express our creativity and 
resourcefulness.  Change is to 
be embraced, but to make 
sure we rise to the challenges 
of the future, we must 
prepare ourselves now.”  
 
- Lord Sainsbury of Turville, 

Parliamentary Under 
Secretary for Science and 
Innovation 

In the year 2060 what will 
your home look like, your 
cloths – how we travel to and 
from work?  Using your 
imagination design a futuristic 
product.  This is the design 
brief given to our students to 
inspire our futuristic 
entrepreneur.  Student’s first 
work on their own designs 
then came together to consult 
and form a design team.  One 
design was selected and the 
team expanded on the idea 
creating a mood board.  A 
selection of these can now be 
seen in C2.   
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Maths and MFL 
Maths - Mathletics; 

Years 7 & 8 

All students have been given 
an access code. They can 
learn mathematics with 
students from other schools 
in a fun way 

March 3rd was “World 
Maths Day” and a number 
of fun maths 

MFL – Wall Of 
Excellence 

Mr Stevens has set a ‘Wall 
of Excellence’ with pupils’ 
work on the gateway. It can 
be found under MFL 
curriculum area, WS Wall 
of Excellence, including 
photos and videos! This 
celebrates the good work 
pupils do.  It also shows the 
excellent work produced 
using ICT. If you are not on 
it, get cracking!  

MFL – Year 8 
Achievement 

Congratulations to year 8 
pupils who have achieved 
level 6 in their latest  FCSE 
exams! This is the first time 
year 8 achieve such a high 
standard. Keep it up! 

STEM Awards 

Y10 enjoyed a day using 
maths to play the stock 
market. 

Year 10

4 sets of students will be 
taking their GCSE exams 
this summer. 

Edge Hill Challenge 

Year 9 students took part in 
solving a maths problem for 
this challenge. 

Gateway News 

Not only have students got 
access to MyMaths but 2 
new programmes; 
Mathswatch and Living 
worksheets. 

S-o-T 6th Form Maths 
Challenge 

Congratulations particularly 
to Eliot Shaw who gained the 
title of `Best pupil from 
BHHS.

Sophie Balmer, Ryan Hyatt, 
Amy Davies, Laura Simcox, 
Matt Ball, Isaac Fallows 

Natasha Makhetho, Kirushika  
Sujeethaan Kirupathan,  

UK Maths Team 
Challenge 

Ben Fitchford ,Ben 
Tideswell James Brown – 
went to Manchester 
University to take part in the 
UKMT –Well Done. 

Examination Success 

Early Entry Year 11 - 30% 
gained grade C+ in the 
November sitting. 

Challenge 

Choose 4 consecutive whole 
numbers, for example, 
4,5,6,7. Multiply the first and 
last numbers together. 
Multiply the middle two 
numbers together. Choose 
different sets of 4 consecutive 
numbers. What do you 
notice? 
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Year 7 Student Services 
I would like to start by 
congratulating 102 students  
who have managed to meet 
the school target and have 
an attendance of above 95% 
which is fantastic, in 
particular the 65 students 
who have 100% attendance 
–WOW! This is 
outstanding, Well Done.   
Behaviour and attitude of 
the year group has 
continued to be of a high 
standard, and I am 
extremely proud of how well 
students have settled into 
secondary life. 

Throughout this half term 
during personal 
development, students have 
embarked on a project called 
‘Seeing is Believing’ which is 
run by Aimhigher and 
focuses on positive learning 
journeys’.  On Wednesday 
3rd March Ambassador’s 
from Staffordshire 
university, and 60 year six 
students from Forest Park 
Primary joined us to take 
part in a practical session 
which focused on promoting 
discussion about the learning 
journey and higher 
education.  A great session 
was had by all and students 
took part in different 
activities; from building a 
Lego university to having the 
opportunity to ask students 
questions about what life is 
really like at university.  
Students represented the 
school fantastically and were 
very welcoming to all 
visitors who were extremely 
complementary about their 
attitudes and behaviour, 
students feedback was very 
positive and most said that it 
had lead them think about 
their futures. 

All year 7 students had the 
opportunity to take part in 
the ‘Show racism the red 
card’ campaign.  Students 
were asked to come up with 
a piece of work which we 
could enter in the national 
competition to represent the 
school.  Hundreds of entries 
were received from all year 
groups, students were then 
given the opportunity to vote 
on the piece of work which 
they thought was the best.  
The winner was Liam 
Brandon 7MON who wrote 
an extremely powerful poem 
– Well Done! fingers crossed 
it makes just as bigger impact 
at the next level.   

At the end of the term 113 
students qualified to attend 
the end of term trip.  
Students had the choice to 
attend Aerial Extreme, or 
Ironbridge Gorge Museum.  
A great day was had by all 
and students represented the 
school fantastically.  

On Friday 5th February we 
supported the Sir Stanley 
Matthews ‘Wear it with 
Pride’ campaign, several 
year 7 students worked very 
hard selling the 
commemorative badges and 
raised £52 which has been 
gratefully received by the 
foundation.  The foundation 
was formed in October 
2000, it raises money to 
encourage young people to 
take part and achieve in 
sport, the foundation assists 
young people financially, 
whatever their sporting 
disciplines, levels of ability 
or ambitions.    
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Year 8 Student Services 
Attendance 

Year 8 attendance at the end 
of February half term is 
94.3%.  This is fantastic as 
despite the adverse weather 
conditions earlier in the term 
Year 8 are proving to be a 
good attending cohort. Well 
done - may this continue 
throughout your schooling 
life. Engagement 

The Fire Brigade delivered a 
presentation on Health and 
Safety implications 
surrounding car accidents, 
lighting fires, dangerous 
buildings and the serious 
consequences from these 
incidents. They really 
enjoyed this experience; and 
showed an interest in a 
career of a Fire Fighter.  

Birches Head High School 
was represented by two Year 
8 students at the Northern 
Maths Challenge at 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University where 26 other 
schools from across the 
North West Region also 
competed. Their 

Extra Curricula 
Activities 

Angling Club, with the 
Anglers being professional 
coaches - the students are 
eagerly waiting for the top 
tips in preparation for their 
enormous catches! 

The PE department are 
encouraging the students to 
try the different activities on 
offer over the lunchtime 
period.  We are currently in 
the middle of a tutor team 
competition with 5 students 
representing each tutor team, 
playing 3 different sports 
over the term. One tutor 
team seems to have picked 
the best students as they are 
striding ahead in the league 
table. 

The after school activities 
are becoming increasingly 
popular, with Football, 
Rugby, Netball, Athletics 
and the Fishing Club. The 
Fishing Club is run in 
conjunction with the Star 
Team. 

Rewards Visit 

As a reward for good 
attendance, punctuality and 
conduct they will be able to 
join a rewards trip to Alton 
Towers and Splash Landings 
for the day.  

We would like to wish 
everyone a Happy Easter 
from the year 8 team. 

 



222522525 

Birches Head High School | Newsletter | Spring 2010 
 Page 25 

Year 9 Student Services 

Year Nine have had a very 
busy start to the term!  They 
have shown a sensible and 
mature manner in their 
approach to coursework for 
their GCSE subjects and 
many are on track for 
success in the exams. 

Standards of uniform and 
behaviour remain high.  
Attendance and punctuality 
to school are good, building 
important life skills for our 
students. 

This term the focus for Year 
Nine has been the Options 
Process, as they make 
decisions for their future 
studies at Key stage 4. The 
school has offered a wide 
range of pathways to ensure 
motivation and success for 
students at all levels of entry.  
Students have been 
enthusiastic and have been 
fully involved in the option 
process.  PD lessons and 
involvement from the Careers 
Advice Service, Connexions 
helped students to focus on 
their talents, interests and 
academic ability, when 
reaching their decisions.  
Unfortunately, due to the 
snow, our visit to the SPECS 
career event at Staffordshire 
University had to be 
cancelled, however next term 
Year Nine Students will have 
the opportunity to take part in 
the Aiming Higher Road 
Show, which promotes 
Further Education.  This term 
a number of Gifted and 
Talented students will visit 
The Willfield Centre to take 
part in a workshop by 
Cambridge University. 

Year nine students have 
again taken an active role in 
school life.  Many of our 
students developed their 
leadership skills through 
their excellent participation 
in a City Schools 
Conference, hosted and 
organised by Birches Head 
High School, where they 
gave presentations, ran 
workshops and small groups 
with a high level of expertise. 

Rewards Visits 

The rewards trip at Easter is 
to Alton Towers, The 
Trafford Centre or 
Paintballing with eligible 
students this year being able 
to choose the venue they wish 
to visit.  We look forward to 
the Rewards Assemblies 
made sweeter by the Easter 
Eggs awarded to students 
who have achieved, lets hope 
no one gets left out as every 
year the number of students 
rewarded grows!  Happy 
Easter and enjoy a well 
earned break!
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Year 10 Student Services 
Attendance 

The attendance of year 10 is 
pleasing with all tutor 
groups 92% and over and an 
overall cohort attendance of 
93% for the end of the 
February half term. 
Attendance has increased 
for Year 10 compared to this 
time last year, which is a 
good position to be in. I 
would like to congratulate 
both students and parents 
for their continued support 
in raising attendance. 

Engagement 
 
A group of year 10 students 
were invited to attend an 
engagement programme 
with a focus of self-belief, 
confidence and motivation. 
The programme ran for 2 
days at Port Vale Football 
Club and was a great success 
with students who were 
enthusiastic and left feeling 
inspired.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Army was a popular 
choice when students were 
asked during Consultation 
Day about their hobbies and 
career aspirations. With this 
in mind the Army were 
asked to deliver a 
presentation to all year 10 
students talking about every 
aspect that an Army career 
has to offer. When 
informally asked the 
majority of students agreed 
that this was a first class 
presentation and that it even 
gave them some food for 
thought -  the Army maybe a 
career.  

Work Experience 
 
February saw Year 10 
students embarking on a 
week in the life of the 
working world. There were 
a variety of career 
experience choices and each 
had their own tale to tell. 
Staff visited students on 
their placement and the 
response from of employers 
was fantastic. Students were 
asked to complete a Works 
Skills diary, which will 
contribute to an accredited 
qualification on completion 
of the course. I would like to 
take this opportunity to 
congratulate year 10 
students on this exciting 
stage of their education. 

Basic Expectations 
 
The focus of the term, 
which will continue to be at 
the forefront of attitudes to 
learning, was students 
bringing basic equipment to 
school. The response from 
students being equipped and 
ready to learn was good 
with the majority of students 
bringing pen, pencil, ruler 
and planner and those who 
forgot knew they could 
purchase a pen, pencil and 
ruler for a mere 20p from 
student reception. I am sure 
that parent/carers will agree 
this is a great idea and 
enables students to be 
equipped and ready to learn. 

Rewards Visits 
 
This term Keystage 4 
students that were eligible to 
attend the rewards visit for 
good attendance, conduct 
and punctuality were offered 
a menu of activities as a 
choice of interest. These 
activities were, a shopping 
at the Trafford Centre, 
Alton Towers Theme Park 
and, Paintballing in 
Cheshire. 
Students preferred this 
method as it offers variety. 
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Year 11 Student Services 
Exams 

Year 11 are now focused on 
their last remaining months 
in school.  Revision 
programmes are in place, 
period 6, coaching sessions 
are operative. The students 
are all conscientious and 
hardworking preparing for 
their summer examinations. 

Higher Education 

During citizenship lessons 
students have been 
completing their online 
college applications.  I have 
been very busy writing 
references.  It has been a 
wonderful opportunity to 
express how delighted we are 
with our students.  Students 
have been attending college 
interviews, making choices 
about their chosen course of 
study. 

 

School Prom 

The highlight of the term is 
preparing for the school 
prom in July.  Mr Mellor has 
issued letters to all students 
with all the essential details 
that you need, so make sure 
you get your forms back 
quickly to avoid 
disappointment.   

Thank You’s 

I would like to say a huge a 
huge thank-you to our 
student leaders for all their 
hard work and commitment 
during this academic year. 
They have supported a 
number of extra-curricular 
activities in an exemplary 
manner and we are very 
proud of them. 

 

The school would also like to 
thank-you for your support 
in ensuring your children 
attend school on a regular 
basis.  The rewards assembly 
will take place during the last 
week of term.  We shall be 
rewarding attendance and 
punctuality. 
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School Calendar 2010 
 

Date Event Audience 
Friday 2 to Wednesday 14 

April 
EASTER HOLIDAYS 

School closed to students 
All students/parents/carers 

Thursday 15 April School reopens to Staff & Students All students/parents/carer 
Thursday 15 April Year 9 Reports posted out Year 9 

students/parents/carers 
Friday 30 April CONSULTATION DAY 

8.30am – 2.40pm.  Students attend meeting 
with their Tutors – preferably with 

parents/carers 

All students/parents/carers 

Date Event Audience 
Friday 7 May 3rd & final HPV Immunisation (Year 8, Year 

10 & Year 11 girls) 
Year 8, Year 10 and Year 11 

girls/parents/carers 
Thursday 13 May  Subject Consultation Evening for 

Years 7 to 10 (4.30 – 6.30pm) 
Year 7, 8, 9 & 10 

students/parents/carers 
Monday 17 May  GCSE exams begin for Year 11 

(and Y10) 
Year 10 & 11 

students/parents/carers 
Tuesday 25 May  Year 11 Revision Timetable begins Year 11 

students/parents/carers 
Monday 31 May to Friday 

4 June  
HALF TERM 

School closed to students. 
All students/parents/carers 

Monday 7 June STAFF INSET DAY 
School closed to students 

All students/parents/carers 

Monday 7 June Army insight course at Bramcote (specified 
Year 10) 

 

Tuesday 8 – Wednesday 30 
June 

Mock exams for Y7 and 8 will take place 
(exact date yet to be decided) between these 

dates 

Year 7 & 8 
students/parents/carers 

Thursday 10 June Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Year 10 students 
Monday 14 June Year 11 Geography Fieldwork Year 11 students 

Wednesday 16 June Year 9 Geography visit to North Wales Year 9 students 
Thursday 24 June  Awards Evening (7-8.30pm) Prizewinners/parents/carers 

Wednesday 30 June Year 9 Geography visit to North Wales Year 9 students 
Friday 2 July Year 11 Prom (details to follow) Year 11 students 

Thursday 8 July  Futures Celebration Evening 
(4.30 – 6pm) 

Year 7, 8 & 9 
students/parents/carers 

w/c Monday 12 July Out and About Week All year groups 
Thursday 15 July Y6 Induction Day / Parent/Carer Evening Year 6 

students/parents/carers 
Thursday 15 July Year 7 & Year 10 Reports posted out Year 7 & Year 10 

students/parents/carers 
Wednesday 21 July Sports Day All year groups 
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Thursday 22 July Summer Music Concert 
(more details nearer the time) 

 

Thursday 22 July Year 10 Geography visit cycle ride (land use 
study) 

Year 10 students 

Friday 23 July  Rewards Assemblies All year groups 
Friday 23 July  School closes for summer holidays All 

Students/parents/carers 
Please note:  Calendar correct at time of print – any changes to dates, times or additional information will 

be distributed separately nearer the time of the event. 

School Calendar 2010 

STOP PRESS!!!  VERTICAL TUTORING… COMING SOON 

STOP PRESS!!!  VERTICAL TUTORING… COMING SOON 

STOP PRESS!!!  VERTICAL TUTORING… COMING SOON 

STOP PRESS!!!  VERTICAL TUTORING… COMING SOON 

STOP PRESS!!!  VERTICAL TUTORING… COMING SOON 

STOP PRESS!!!  VERTICAL TUTORING… COMING SOON 
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Parent Governor Position 
Birches Head High School 

 

Would you like to support Birches’ students achieve their full potential? 

Could you be part of a team with collective responsibilities? 

Do you have spare time to work voluntarily for the benefit of the school and its 
community? 

Would you enjoy working with the school in planning for the future? 

If the answer to the above questions is yes: Becoming a School Governor could be for you. 

Interested and would like to know more?  

Please ask the school to put you in touch with Steve Barlow, Chair of Governors, who will gladly 
explain what is involved in being a parent governor. Alternatively, please complete the self-
nomination from below and return it to the school office. 

To be eligible for election, you must be the parent of (or have parental responsibility for) a child who 
is registered at the school and your nomination must be supported by someone else who also has a 
child at the school. 

In the event of more persons being nominated for the available positions, an election will be 
organised. For this eventuality, please could you send a short personal statement (for the benefit of 
other parents should there be a need for an election) saying something about your background and 
explaining why you would like to become a governor.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Nomination for Parent Governor: 

I, ……………………………………………………….…………… (print name) would like to 
nominate myself for the position of parent governor of Birches Head High School. 

 

Signature: ..………………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………… 

 

Child’s name: ………………………………………………….….Tutor Group: ………………………… 




