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Additional Learning for Year 8 from Design and Technology 
 


There will be two projects running during the third term.  Project one is a ‘Moisture Sensor’ – electronics based and project two is a ‘Balancing 
Object’ – learning how to measure, mark, cut and shape copper and brass.   


 
What you will learn or get better at by 
doing these activities:   


Moisture Sensor ‐ Designers often break the problem up into a number of smaller activities. This is to 
make it easier to solve and ensure that they do not forget any important information that might 
affect the design. Students are given the following situation ‐ Houseplants can suffer if owners do not 
give them the correct amount of water. Houseplants can die if they do not receive enough water, 
and they can rot if they are over watered. This project is about breaking this problem down into 
smaller activities that build upon each other to product a final product......????? 


Description of activities you must 
complete: 


1. List and describe (draw leaves if you don’t know its name) any plants you have at home, with a 
brief description of their condition. 
2. Investigate other forms of moisture testers, make a mood board (collection of images) 
3. Write specification for a moisture tester, what must it do? 
4. Basic intro electronics ‐ complete information sheet 
5. Basic intro Resistors ‐ complete information sheet 
6. Design a simple circuit – use electronic symbols to complete this circuit 


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


Your portfolio of work, plain A4 or A3 paper, scissors, glue, colour paper, colour pencils magazines 
and access to the internet and printer to aid personal research. Work sheets, tracing paper and 
laminated help guides provided by the teacher.  If there is any resources that you need to complete 
you homework and you may not have access to them please ask you technology teacher and they 
will provide some for you.   


Where you can get help:  SEN students: All students can discuss opportunities for extra help with their teacher. 
All students: Technology teachers are always available for consultation. You can also use magazines, 
books, and the Internet to research information 


Deadline for Homework: 
(Date) 


By the end of term pupils will have a large portfolio demonstrating basic electronic knowledge. 
Individual deadlines to be set and agreed between the teacher and groups. 


How to submit your homework’s  Your work should be completed on paper (or computers and a print out) available for marking by the 
agreed deadlines. All completed sheets should be stored in your portfolio. Remember to write 
agreed deadlines down for reference. 
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When you will get feedback on your 
Homework: (Date) 


Written feedback will be given within one week of completion with targets and strategies for future 
development.  Students are encouraged to discuss their work with parents and teachers to ensure 
targets and strategies are understood. 


Other Information:   Remember all students can try extension tasks – the more you experiment with new ideas and 
techniques the more personal your project will be and the greater your achievement. ICT can be 
accessed in school at early bird club, lunchtimes and after school. You can also arrange support 
within the technology department – please talk to you teacher  
 


 
What you will learn or get better at by 
doing these activities:   


Balancing Object – Students in the first term learned one manufacturing process for shaping metals; 
casting – the process of pouring a molten material (pewter) into a mould.  This term see students 
learning more ‘traditional’ manufacturing process.  Students will lean the difference between the 
different types of metals, how to select the correct material(s) for the product.  Students will also get 
the opportunity to use the centre lathe to ‘turn’ the centre balancing shaft. 


Description of activities you must 
complete: 


1. Research what is a metal, the difference between ferrous and non‐ferrous. 
2. The story of the tin can – product life cycle. 
3. Designing two opposite or complementary images. 
4. Product evaluation.  


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


Your portfolio of work, plain A4 or A3 paper, scissors, glue, colour paper, colour pencils magazines 
and access to the internet and printer to aid personal research. Work sheets, tracing paper and 
laminated help guides provided by the teacher.  If there is any resources that you need to complete 
you homework and you may not have access to them please ask you technology teacher and they 
will provide some for you.   


Where you can get help:  SEN students: All students can discuss opportunities for extra help with their teacher. 
All students: Technology teachers are always available for consultation. You can also use magazines, 
books, and the Internet to research information. 


Deadline for Homework: 
(Date) 


By the end of term pupils will have a portfolio of research, designs and a physical product.   Each of 
these three element will have deadlines and will be asset individual and then as a whole.  Individual 
deadlines to be set and agreed between the teacher and groups. 


How to submit your homework’s  Your work should be completed on paper (or computers and a print out) available for marking by the 
agreed deadlines. All completed sheets should be stored in your portfolio. Remember to write 
agreed deadlines down for reference. 


When you will get feedback on your 
Homework: (Date) 


Written feedback will be given within one week of completion with targets and strategies for future 
development.  Students are encouraged to discuss their work with parents and teachers to ensure 
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targets and strategies are understood. 
Other Information:   Remember all students can try extension tasks – the more you experiment with new ideas and 


techniques the more personal your project will be and the greater your achievement. ICT can be 
accessed in school at early bird club, lunchtimes and after school. You can also arrange support 
within the technology department – please talk to you teacher.   
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Additional Learning for Year 8 from Communications 
 


Rubric Skills being developed this term, 3.1: 
Emotional and Social: Risk Taking 
Thinking: Apply Imagination 
Language and Communication: Active Listening 


 
What you will learn or get better at by 
doing these activities:   


Reading skills: Research skills (find and locate information); reading to understand and appreciate a 
text. 
Writing skills: To summarise a text; review writing, emphatic writing. 


Description of activities you must 
complete: 


1 Write a review of the film ‘ Invisible Children.’ 
2 Poetry writing: Alem’s plight. 
3 Writing task: e mail from Alem to a friend to explain his feelings. 
4 Writing task: from Ruth’s point of view, how does she feel about Alem’s arrival. 
5 Review of the week’s craft based work. 
6 Prepare a weather report to be presented to class. 
7 Reading task: Prepare a short talk based on a book from the LRC.  


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


1 - 6 Work to be carried out in English books or using ICT. 
6 Work sheets and English books. 
7 Books from the LRC and either English books or ICT for the presentation. 


Where you can get help:  SEN students: Class teacher, English staff and SEN dept. 
All students: Class teacher, English staff. 


Deadline for Homework: 
(Date) 


Weekly deadlines to be set for homework tasks. 


How to submit your homeworks  Hand to class teacher or by E mail to class teacher. 
When you will get feedback on your 
Homework: (Date) 


Home works 1-4 by end of week 4. 
Home works 5-7 by end of week 7. 


Other Information:   Internet access is available in lunchtime and after school clubs for those without Internet access. 
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 Additional Learning for Year 8 from Maths team 
First half term 
What you will learn or get better at by 
doing these activities:   


 Students will become more competent at using and applying mathematics in relation to number, 
algebra, statistics, measures and geometry. 


Description of activities you must 
complete: 


An online maths activity will be set for each week. These will be available to view on 
www.mymaths.co.uk using your issued login and password. You will be able to view the whole half 
terms homework and complete them early if you wish. The topics of these homework will be as 
follows:  
Wk 27 Algebra – Graphs 
Wk 28 Number – Measures   
Wk 29 Number – Fractions  
Wk 30 Handling Data – Probability 
Wk 31 Geometry – Transformations 
Wk 32 Geometry – Lines & Angles 
Half term   


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


Access to the internet. (Additional access is available in the Maths department on a Wednesday 
after school and the LRC) 


Where you can get help:  SEN students: Class teacher, Maths staff and SEN dept. 
All students: Wednesdays after school in the Maths Dept. Internet, Parents, Family and Friends. 
On‐line lessons at www.mymaths.co.uk and Mathswatch on the Gateway. 
Email teacher for distant learning assistance, by arrangement with individual teacher. 


Deadline for Homework: 
(Date) 


Homework will be set for the whole half term on the first week back, arranged with weekly 
deadlines, giving students some flexibility. 


How to submit your homework  Complete online. Paper copies may be provided if access to the internet is a problem. 
When you will get feedback on your 
Homework: (Date) 


Marked instantly online, you can redo the homework as many times as you like to improve the 
mark, the best result and number of attempts will be recorded. 


Other Information:   Homework tasks are designed to enhance and extend learning in lessons. Extra Homework may be 
set by your teacher when necessary according to pupils personalised learning. The online results of 
completion of homework will be used for report grades and parent evenings. 
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Additional Learning for Year 8 from Maths team 


Second half term 
What you will learn or get better at by 
doing these activities:   


 Students will become more competent at using and applying mathematics in relation to number, 
algebra, statistics, measures and geometry. 


Description of activities you must 
complete: 


An online maths activity will be set for each week. These will be available to view on 
www.mymaths.co.uk using your issued login and password. You will be able to view the whole half 
terms homework and complete them early if you wish. The topics of these homework will be as 
follows:  
Wk 33 Algebra – Straight Line Graphs 
Wk 34 Number – Percentages 
Wk 35 Shape, Space & Measure – Coordinates 
Wk 36 Algebra – Graphs from real situations 
Wk 37 Number ‐ Ratio 
Wk 38 Geometry & Measures – Area and perimeter 
Summer break 


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


Access to the internet. (Additional access is available in the Maths department on a Wednesday 
after school and the LRC) 


Where you can get help:  SEN students: Class teacher, Maths staff and SEN dept. 
All students: Wednesdays after school in the Maths Dept. Internet, Parents, Family and Friends. 
On‐line lessons at www.mymaths.co.uk and Mathswatch on the Gateway. 
Email teacher for distant learning assistance, by arrangement with individual teacher. 


Deadline for Homework: 
(Date) 


Homework will be set for the whole half term on the first week back, arranged with weekly 
deadlines, giving students some flexibility. 


How to submit your homework  Complete online. Paper copies may be provided if access to the internet is a problem. 
When you will get feedback on your 
Homework: (Date) 


Marked instantly online, you can redo the homework as many times as you like to improve the 
mark, the best result and number of attempts will be recorded. 


Other Information:   Homework tasks are designed to enhance and extend learning in lessons. Extra Homework may be 
set by your teacher when necessary according to pupils personalised learning. The online results of 
completion of homework will be used for report grades and parent evenings. 
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Additional Learning for Year 8 from Music 
 


Rubric Skills being developed this term: 
Risk taking, Active listening, Apply imagination 


What you will learn or get better at by 
doing these activities:   


You will develop your ability to think about what you can hear and how to listen to different 
types of music. 


Description of activities you must 
complete: 


Activity 1 - Provide a list of 5 songs that you like and explain why you like them. You need to use 
full sentences and musical words to describe them. 
Activity 2 – Pick one piece of music you wouldn’t normally listen to and try to describe it using 
as many words as you can. Use musical words and others. 
Activity 3 – When listening to any music use the listening skills covered in lessons to identify the 
key elements of the song.  For example – Identify three instruments that are being played, 
compare and contrast with other songs they listen to and identify the structure.  
Activity 4 – Develop their performance skills by using an instrument, if available, or their voice 
to copy part or all of songs they listen to.  Ideally, they should work on one new song per week. 
Activity 5 – A series of knowledge based activities on SAM learning to re-enforce the musical 
building blocks.


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


Music to listen to. Materials to write down your work. Instrument (Optional). Internet access. 
 


Where you can get help:  SEN students: Key Worker, KS3 Music teachers, LRC 
All students: KS3 Music teachers, LRC Internet and parents/Carers. 
Mr Thompson can provide examples of different music. 


Deadline for Homework: 
(Date) 


Activity 1 – 21st June 
Activity 2 – 2nd July 
Activities 3 to 4 – These will be assessed via starters, plenaries and as part of the assessment of 
music assessment objectives. 
Activity 5 – The SAM learning tasks are in two sections. The first is due to be completed by 28th 
May and the second by 23rd July. 
 


How to submit your homeworks  SAM learning will automatically submit – your teacher will check within a week of the deadline. 
All completed coursework should be submitted to Subject teacher on paper or by 
email.(sthompson3@sgfl.org.uk) 
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When you will get feedback on your 
Homework: (Date) 


Subject teacher will continuously mark homework and feedback will be given promptly. 


Other Information:   ICT and music library can be accessed in school at early bird club, lunchtimes and after school 
clubs. 
Help is available from your KS3 Music teachers by discussion or arranging a time to work 
together. 
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Additional Learning for Year 8 from Art 
 


Rubric Skills being developed this term: 
 Risk Taking  
 Active Listening  
 Apply Imagination  


What you will learn or get better at by 
doing these activities:   


You will learn how to take risks in relation to experimenting with different materials and processes in art. You 
will also have the opportunity to really stretch your imagination and plan innovative and exciting pieces of 
work.  


Description of activities you must 
complete: 


First Half Term  
1 Complete ‘key words’ page in your sketchbook. 
2 Make an interesting collage of 1050/1960 film posters in your sketchbook. Use images from magazines, the 
internet, books etc  
3 Produce a page of research on the artist ‘Paolizza’. The page must contain images and information.  
4 Draw out a film title using block letter format in sketchbooks. The typography needs to relate to the style of 
1950/1960 lettering on Sci Fi posters. 
5 Collect different types of lettering/typography from newspapers, magazines, books, the internet etc   
Second Half Term  
1 Write up a film synopsis to go with your class work poster.   
2 Design and draw two characters (super heroes, robots or bugs) that play the main part in your film synopsis.  
3 Annotate your characters with information. 
4. Collect images and materials to use on your class work.  
5. Photograph finished class work and upload onto the gateway. 


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


Pens, pencils, rubbers, collage materials, glue, scissors, images from magazines or internet sites, pencil 
crayons and sketchbooks.  


Where you can get help:  SEN students: Class teacher, Art staff and SEN dept. 
All students: Class teacher, Art staff, Websites such as BBC.co.uk for media research. 


Deadline for Homework  Weekly deadlines to be set for all homework tasks. Each homework is to be handed in the week after it is set.   
How to submit your homeworks   Hand to class teacher or by E mail to class teacher. 
When you will get feedback on your 
Homework: (Date) 


1‐4 by the end of week 5. 
4‐7 by the end of week 7. 


Other Information:   Internet access and art room equipment are available in lunchtime and after school clubs. 
 








 
 


Additional Learning for Year 8 from Human Sciences 
What you will learn or get better 
at by doing these activities:   


You will develop your active listening skills and get better at calculating and taking risks. 


Description of activities you must 
complete: 


You will have the opportunity to participate in a debate about wind power and alternative methods 
of electricity generation so you will need to undertake research into alternative energy resources. 


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


Students need to research on the internet using “google” 
Resources will be available in class and in the LRC 


Where you can get help: SEN students:  The internet and the Human Science rooms 
All students:  The internet 


Deadline for Homework Before the May half term holiday 
How to submit your homeworks Give it in to your teacher when they tell you it is due in 
When you will get your marks 
back for Homework 


After the May half term holiday 


Other Information:  There’s always lots on the television and in the news about energy- keep your eyes and ears open! 
 
 








Autumn term 2008 
 


Additional Learning for Year 8 from MFL Team 
 
Description of activities you must 
complete: 


Week:    
1. physical activities (worksheet) 
2. week-end activities (presentation) 
3. grammar sheet on verbs 
4. opinions  (piece of writing) 
5. More activities (learning new expressions)  
6. revision for key assessments 5/6 (level 4 to 6) 
After half-term: 
1. regular verbs ending in ER present tense  
2. irregular verb ending in ER  
3. learning vocabulary on holidays  
4. weather 
5. activities on holidays  
6. designing a poster on your favourite holiday destination 
7. out and about week 


Resources you need to do this 
homework: 


You book, website for revision: www.linguascope.com (ask your teacher for the username and 
password), computer 


Where you can get help: SEN students: teacher via email, website (linguascope), support teacher. Please note that homework 
and worksheets will be adapted to suit the needs of an individual pupil 
All students: teacher via email, website (linguascope) 


Deadline for Homework The week following the date the homework is given.  
How to submit your homeworks On paper or, ideally, by email to your teacher 
When you will get your marks back 
for Homework 


Marks or feedback will be given before or on the next lesson; a mini-test could be given for ‘learning 
vocabulary’ homework. 


Other Information:  Always let your teacher know if you have problems with your homework BEFORE it is due! You can 
contact your teacher by email for help and clarification. 


  
 





